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Project Brief
_____________

Devin Bazemore approached his Senior Thesis 
with an up-cycled objective... to create 
an entire product line from discarded ma-
terial/object. The plot behind the collec-
tions’ story is to prove that there is still 
life in waste material. In a sense we will 
manipulate the obvious, which refers to the 
re-purposing of materials that have obvious 
purposes and qualities to the typical hu-
man being, by acknowledging trashed items, 
giving a function to the non-functional, 
crafting specific material against their 
intended uses, and so on. The design storm-
ing energizes off the ideals of found -

object, up-cycled, industrial, functional, 
one-of-a-kind way of thinking. Manipulation 
of standard material and object intentions 
lent itself ideally to this concept.

The CURBSIDE COLLECTION introduces new di-
mension and context to potential residen-
tial and commercial settings. Comprised of a 
series of found/manipulated material turned 
into original Furniture  and product design, 
Curbside Collection is an experimentation 
of up-cycled Rubbish, implementing the most 
efficient use for the re-workable material.
Curbside refers to the final destination of 
the manipulatable material. It’s the last 
chance to have another chance at being some-
thing great before it is transported out to 
the landfill. Through the unexpected use of 
material and object, Curbside creates ran-
dom order as trash meets furniture with an 
easily predictable yet original result.

The outcome of the project is to tell a 
story through each individual piece. Each 
story is comprised of where the material or 
object was found, what it was used for and 
what it has been through, and then of course 
the potential and updated use. Through tell-
ing the story, curiosity is sparked and re-
lationships between the buyer and product 
become much more intimate therefore leading 
to a permanent relationship. 
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Mission Statement
_________________

The Curbside Collection has been crafted to pres-
ent quality, one-of-a-kind, functional works of 
art, at the start, sold through local boutique/
furniture stores, as well as having an online 
channel for worldwide presence to spark the brand.
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Strategic Objectives
____________________

_To sell individually crafted functional works of art that support 	
 local material/waste recycle needs.

_Provide quality products through customer approved craftsmanship.

_Establish partnerships with local companies where specific curbside	
 products may coincide.

_This will allow for products to be sold locally, allowing for begin-     
 ning revenue, advertisement, and time to establish a full time   
 web presence.

_Construct a brand store with available capital.

_Supporting the local community by providing demands for excess/discarded     
 material and objects, opening potential for collaborative projects.
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Location : Raleigh,NC 
________

The Curbside brand is envisioned to reside 
respectively in the downtown Raleigh area. 
Centrally located in North Carolina, Raleigh 
is the capital, and is businessweek.com’s No. 
1 city in America. The city sports a high 
number of restaurants and cultural institu-
tions as well as a thriving social scene, great 
parks, and good schools, such as NC State. This 
high quality of life combined with new and 
expanding business in the region has 
attracted more residents to Raleigh. It is 
also one of the fastest growing U.S. cities with 
a population in the metro area that 
expanded by an estimated 12.2 percent from 
2011 to 2012. Not to mention the other well- 

cultivated cities in the state, including the 
furniture savvy city of highpoint, as a near 
neighbor providing industry partners, and brand 
recognition.

			 

“It’s a combination of things: there’s a great university 
system here so it’s easy to find qualified talent and it’s 
a great place to hire people. The relative cost of living 
is low, the cost of real estate is dramatically lower than 
other cities, and the state is pro business.” 

				    _RED HAT CEO Jim Whitehurst
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Raleigh, North Carolina
_______________________

Geographic Characteristics:
	
	 _Elevation: 434 Feet / 132 Meters above sea level
	 _Average annual high temperature: 70.7 F / 21.5 C
	 _Average annual low temperature: 49.9 F / 9.9 C
	 _Average annual precipitation: 44.19 inches /112 centimeters
	 _Average annual snowfall: 4.5 inches / 11.43 centimeters
	 _9.494 acres of parks and greenways
	 _79 miles of dedicated public greenways

Demographic composition of the city of Raleigh
	
	 Male: - 48.2%
	 Female: - 51.8%
	
	 * Percent of the total city of Raleigh population of 403,892, per April 2010 (Census Count)

Under 18 years of age: 93,236 people (23% of total city population)

62 years of age and over: 42,307 people (10.5% of total city population)

Median age, across the city of Raleigh: 31.9 years of age
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Uhuru Design
Uhuru is a design + build furniture company dedicated to sustainability and creating time-
less designs. Uhuru builds each piece by hand, in their Red Hook Brooklyn studio. We strongly 
agree with the shaker assertion that “beauty rests on utility” We strive to make furniture 
and products that are beautiful in their simplicity with an acute awareness of materials, 
and craft. Many of the items we create utilize materials that have been reclaimed, recycled, 
repurposed, reused or otherwise rejected from their original function.

Urban Hardwoods
Each piece of slab furniture you see on our site is in stock. The diversity of our material 
demands we only present current inventory. Made in Seattle from trees that would have been 
discarded, each piece is unique. The color and figure of the wood, the touch of the crafts-
man’s hand, the shape and size can never be duplicated. We know where the tree grew. We take 
responsibility for its second life and are proud of our work.

Four-Hands
From our beginnings as an importer to becoming the industry leader in lifestyle home fur-
nishings, Four Hands has always been dedicated to renewing creativity and sparking not only 
the evolution of design, but also the revolution of affordable style. Today, we offer an 
array of brands, products, and price levels for our customers, whether individual designers 
or retailers with stores around the country. Today, as in the beginning, we are driven by 
our unwavering passion for creating high quality, thoughtfully designed home furnishings 
that inspire the soul. That’s been our journey. Where will Four Hands take you?
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Not one day goes by that some “thing” isn’t lost, discarded, or 
forgotten. On average, one person will generate 4.5 lbs. of waste 
each day. A person will pass over most discarded items considering 
them unusable, or garbage. Whether it is an object, material, or 
something else, a use can be given to such unimportance. What makes 
each piece so unique is the story: how these objects came to be, 
what it has been through, the steps taken to get it to a brand new 
functional beginning. We connect with our consumer through origi-
nality, style, and above all the story within...
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Material : Walnut
	    Purple Heart
	    Cypress
	    Pecan

The scrap cuts fell off the table like crumbs. 
Insignificant and useless, the excess scraps were 
thrown into the scrap pile, soon to be pushed into 
the trash bin. Such lifeless pieces yet they have 
an incredible amount of potential...
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Scissors cut away at the leather hides as the ex- 
cess was pushed into bags for discarding. Look at 
all the colors and the different textures. What 
animal did each piece come from, where was the 
animal raised, and what had it lived through?..

Material : Leather Scrap
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Happy Hour! The bar had just opened for service 
as the crowd of customers began showing up for the 
evening. With such an assortment of tastes that 
would roll through the night, they were bound to 
sell just about every type of drink. Well it’s la-
dies night and glasses of wine are being ordered 
left and right. The bottles were emptying quickly 
and un-thoughtfully thrown out moving on to the 
next drink...

Material : Glass (Wine Bottles)
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The Autumn Sun was as bright as ever deep in the 
woodlands of North Carolina. The trees still con-
taining a few un-fallen leaves, yet the sunrays 
found their way through to the woods floor. The 
light illuminated the multicolored glass bottles 
sunken into the ground, some of which still con-
taining dirt residue and sips of moonshine... 

Material : Glass (Bottles)
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What a beautiful Saturday driving through the 
neighborhood to go grab a few things from the 
store, when you pass a neighbors yard only to see 
that they decided to chop down that old pecan tree 
the kids use to play in when the original homeown-
ers use to live there. The pile of sliced timber 
from the tree was too hard to drive passed without 
throwing a few chunks in the truck bed...

Material : Pecan Timber
           Waste Planed Cypress
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It was a productive day on the job site. OSB panel 
scraps were building up and tossed out in the dirt 
to be moved to the dumpster for garbage take away. 
Maybe it would have been a little smarter to elim-
inate the amount of scrap pieces. Well, you can’t 
do much with the material anyway... 

Material : OSB (Oriented Strand Board)
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The abandoned warehouse was chilly and smelt of  
still water and dust. Some of the windows were 
busted out and there were holes in the wall let-
ting in extra light. The conduit piping was slowly 
peeling off the walls and ceilings, receiving a 
natural patina. With the help of some old conduit 
connectors found stowed away in a dusty cardboard 
box bought in bulk over a decade ago, the ability 
to bring the light back to these overlooked mate-
rials can be done...

Material : Metal Conduit Piping 
           Hardware
           Electrical
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Extending to the ceiling, the wood slats seemed 
useless when all that’s cared about is the desired 
dimensioned cut of whatever material being worked 
with. Its better they be in the scrap bin than 
piled up out next to the dumpster i guess...

Material : Maple
           Walnut
           Purple Heart
           Mahogany
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PERC, Savannahs premier wholesale coffee roaster, 
gathered up their hemp bags that once toted cof-
fee grounds delivered from different regions of 
Central America. The bags were tossed out onto the 
sidewalk to eliminate clutter in the tight work-
space. The smell, the history, the coffee...

Material : Coffee Bean Hemp Sacks
           Wood Shavings
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Exploring out back of an old run down car garage a pile of rub-
bish is spotted up ahead. Most of it is junk but some things are 
worth keeping. What was it that caught the curious eye? It was an 
old car radio that had suffered severe corrosion. The internal 
parts were visible hinting how this vintage relic used to oper-
ate. Without its ability to function this object seems to have 
lost its purpose...

Material : Found Object (Car Radio)
           Steel
           Electrical/Hardware
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October 26, 2012: The storm was relentless, kick-
ing up high surf and high winds. The dunes were 
built up enough to protect most of the residential 
architecture but suffered from serious erosion. 
The fencing held strong but would see its last 
days upon the clearing of the storm. The weathered 
texture and history will forever be harnessed in 
the grain of the wood...

Material : Dune Fencing
           Steel
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The slats were perfect for a fort floor. The natu-
ral patina and wear given to the surface of each 
piece carries its own memory. From all the expo-
sure to weather, growth, and use, each piece is 
different and presents their own imperfections. 
the hard wood doesn’t seem to disentegrate rather 
hold its flavor... 

Material : Palette Slats
           Re-purposed Chair Swivel
           Steel
           Poplar
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What a mess it was, Cars were no longer able to 
fit in the garage. The treadmill still sits awk-
wardly in the center of the cold space, folded up 
and unused. There is an unknowing amount of junk 
in such a small tight space. A lot of it could be 
useful and is hard to get rid of but there is just 
a lack of time... 

Material : Weathered Pine
           Angle Stock Steel
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Identical to drips of water, the liquid bronze 
poured into the ceramic shell mold to fill in the 
intended cast object. Exceeding 2100 degrees F, 
the molten metal could harden into any desired 
shape. Such present beauty as it pours out of the 
cauldron directing heat out in every which direc-
tion...

Material : Cypress
           Steel
           Bronze
           Glass



object/material



process



object/material



process

Material : Palette
           Walnut Scrap
           Home Construction Scrap
           Steel

Discolored, and dirty, wood palettes stacked up 
so high you’d need a forklift to get to the top. 
What’s each one made of? Where has it been? What 
has it transported?.. 
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Material : Palette Wood
           Scrap Rose Wood Slats
           Re-Purposed Fiber Upholstery
           Steel

The truck door was shut for the day, as the last of 
the order was unloaded. From Atlanta to Savannah 
the Palettes had carried a supply of Coca-Cola and 
other soft drinks to the local mom and pop store on 
the corner. Unfortunately the store owners could 
only make profit off of the sodas themselves, so 
the palettes found a nice spot out lay and maybe 
one day make the trip all over again...
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The curbside collection is a collaboration of the 
old and the discarded with regained power and new 
function to create a product line of original vin-
tage quality. Through the manipulated process all 
the way through to the final product, curbside car-
ries a unique story within each piece, presenting 
new meaning that will entice its future consumer. 
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Curbside Collection 

919.740.2951 *website* 

Designed by Devin Michael Bazemore 
Photography by Devin Michael Bazemore 
Graphic Illustration by Devin Michael Bazemore 
Printed by Creative Approach 

 2013 Devin Michael Bazemore 

Designed & Made in USA
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